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THIS BOOK IS A DRAWING BOOK, A COLORING
BOOK, AND A NOTEBOOK. IT USES JAPANESE ART
TO DESCRIBE LIFE IN JAPAN RIGHT BEFORE THE
COUNTRY OPENED UP TO THE WEST IN THE MID-
NINETEENTH CENTURY. AFTER ALL, IT IS THE EYE
OF THE ARTIST THAT BEST SEES THE BEAUTY OF
ORDINARY LIFE. THIS IS WHY THE BOOK SHOWS
MANY DETAILS OF JAPANESE PRINTS, ESPECIALLY
THOSE FROM THE MANGA SERIES BY HOKUSAL

HE IS MY FAVORITE! IT ALSO INCLUDES MY OWN
DRAWINGS AND COMMENTS AND A LOT OF SPACE
FOR YOU TO USE AS YOU LIKE: DRAW! WRITE!
PAINT! CREATE AN ANCIENT JAPAN OF YOUR OWN

~_ HAPPY TRAVELS!

9% 781736 " 932155




DEDICATED TO MARK AND LYDIA DUBROVSKY,
WHO GAVE ME A TAPANESE PRINT WHEN T WAS A CHILD.
SINCE THEN T'M NOT AFRAID OF OLD AGE.
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FKOM THE AUTHOR

YOU AKE HOLDING

St 4 BOOK FOR DRAWING
f‘.,.”"’ | AND DOODLING.
7 il 8 e INSIDE, YOU'LL FIND

PARTS OF TAPANESE
PRINTS, MY OWN
DRAWINGS, SOME
WRITING, AND PLENTY
0F KOOM FOR YOU

T0 COLOK, SKETCH,
AND THINK.




N MY Chilbdh00d bedroom, there hUng a print of
HOkUSAi'S “Ediri i the SUTUda Province”. every
Nght, aS I Lay in bed faLling asteer, T WOULA YeLive

the beauty and danger 0f the J0UrNey I t00k With
HOkUSAi'S Characters.

WOOdbLOCK Printing, a teChnique that wWas common

i Jaran in the 18th and 19th Centuries, ablowed
COLOY PiCLUTES t0 be Made £OY Cheap and in Large
Uantities. The really roruLar Pieces were distributed
il the tens 0f thouSands and CoSt about as Little as
a bOWL 0 SOUP.

These Prints dericted vitlage Life, renowned actors,
beaUtifuL Women, SUMO WrestLers, and nature.

If 90U 0F Y0UY Parents WOULd Like t0 Learn Some
MOTe abOUt Life in OLd Jaran 40U Can find a List 0f
PAiNtiNgs that I USed at the baCk 0f thiS b0k, along
With the Names 0f their aUthOrs, and Some Other
information on each item.

YOI T90kOU Ni Narimasuyou ni... That's Jaranese £or
"haVe a 900d trip.”



THEY LIKED MOUNTAINS,

ESPECIALLY MOUNT FUJI.
Japanese people thought Mount Fuji was the best-looking

mountain in the world. They would go far just to have

a look at it.

THE TAPANESE USED TO LIKE MANY MOUNTAINS BUT THEN EUROPEANS TOLD THEM
THAT MOUNT FUTT WAS THE BEST. "SMART PEOPLE, THESE EUKOPEANS!™ SAID
THE TJAPANESE. "YOU WOULDN T KNOW IT BY LOOKING AT THEM."



WHAT WOULD THE BEST-LOOKING MOUNTAIN IN THE WORLD LOOK LIKE?
DRAW ENORMOUS FLOWEKS, CLOUDS, OK & ROCKET FLYING
IN ORBIT AROUND FUTTI




THEY LIKED TO MAKE FACES

WITH CHOPSTICKS AND SHOELACES.
Making faces is an art. It comes in many styles.

Such as Impressionism or Expressionism.

A face made with objects is called a visage.

DEFACE EACH FACE.



MAKE YOUR OWN FACE.



THEY LIKED ANIMALS&-

BUT NOT TO EAT.
Why would you eat something you like?

Would you eat your friends?
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DRAW ANIMALS YOU WOULD WANT
T0 MAKE FRIENDS WITH.
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THEY LIKED
PEING CLEAN

AND CLEAN BEINGS.

“Looking clean is looking good,”
thought the Japanese. And they

were right!
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FILL THE WHOLE PAGE WITH BUBBLES.
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THEY LIKED
SWEETS

FROM A DISTANCE.

“Things taste good if they have
the right name and look right,”
thought the Japanese.
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THEY MADE UP DESSERTS OF NEVER-SEEN-BEFORE
SHAPES, AND GAVE THEM UNHEAKD-OF NAMES.

MAKE UP A CAKE YOU WOULD WANT TO BAKE THAT
LOOKS LIKE A LAKE, A SNAKE, OR AN
EARTHQUAKE.
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THEY LIKED MARTIAL AKTS,

ESPECIALLY TO BAMBOOZLE AND STICK ITTO "EM.
“Bamboo!” “Bam who?!”

“Bam, bam!” “Boo-hoo!”

“Dont cry!”




FILL THE PAGE WITH JAPANESE BAMBOO-STICK-FIGHTERS.




THEY LIKED TO WRITE

POEMS THAT LAST ABOUT THINGS THAT DON'T.
“0Old pond.
A frog

makes a splash,”

observed the Japanese poet Basho.
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FILL THE PAGE WITH SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL
BUT SHORT-LIVED.
BUBBLES? TICE CKEAM? FROGS?
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THEY LIKED ALL
FORMS OF STOKMS.

THEY KNEW HOW TO WEATHER "EM.
Some questions whose answers they wished to know better
Were whether the weather was gonna turn wetter
And whether they’d need an umbrella and sweater

Or whether they naked could patter and splatter.
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CLOSE YOUK EYES AND IMAGINE
THAT YOU ARE IN MIDDLE
OF A DOWNPOUR.

NOW IMAGINE YOU ARE SINGING IN IT.
DRAW YOUK SONG.
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THEY LIKED
T0 GOOF AKQUND.

THEY WERE REGULAR GOOFBALLS.

They especially liked coming up to unsuspecting
shogans and shouting slogans. For example: "Do you
like green rice and hamachi? Because samurai I am!”

And then they chopped off their heads!

DRAW SOME SAMURAT AND SUMO WRESTLEKS.
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MAKE IT A FREE-FOR-ALL!
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THEY LIKED
T0 MAKE THINGS

WITH HAIR.
They liked to turn heads

by the turns their heads took.




TUKN THESE HEADS INTO WORLDS.

25

W\



THEY LIKED FISH

AND BELIEVED IN A CARP PER DIEM.
The Japanese ate fish raw, dried, cured,
and boiled. They especially admired the carp.
“The carp does not fear death,” thought

the Japanese.
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GIVE EVERY FISHERMAN
A BRAVE AND HONORABLE FISH.
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THEY LIKED GIFTS

TO SAY THINGS.

Japanese people used gifts to communicate
with friends. Everything about the gift
said something: the wrapping, the ribbon,
the handwriting on the card. Even the card

said something. Even the gift.
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WHEN T WAS LITTLE, WE GAVE EACH OTHER “SECKETS™: LITTLE BOXES WITH ALL
SORTS OF THINGS INSIDE, LIKE GUM, SHARDS OF GLASS, SWEETS, CANDY WKAPPEKS.
[T TURNS OUT WE WERE ALMOST LIKE THE JAPANESE..

WHAT DO YOUR GIFTS SAY?
DKAW & GIFT FOK ONE FRIEND
BUT NOT ANOTHER.
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THEY LIKED TO TAKE PART

IN PARTIES!
Children, neighbors, neighbors children, neighbors childrens
neighbors, and even neighbors childrens neighbors children.

If twos company and threes a crowd, how many people make a party?

Any many!

GIVE THESE PEOPLE BALLOONS, FIREWORKS,
AND EVEN MORE FOOD, SO THEY CAN PARTYI

50
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THEY LIKED MAGIC.

THEY THOUGHT IT WAS TRICKY.

Samurai hung out with samurai, merchants
with merchants, and farmers with farmers.
Only the magician was on equal footing

with everyone. How did he do that? Magic!




WHAT $ IN MY MAGICIAN § BAG?

WHAT S IN YOUK MAGICIAN S BAG?
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THEY LIKED
MASKS.

MASKS LET THEM FACE THINGS.
It is so hard to face things as
yourself. This is why we act.

When we act, we become old people,
ghosts, soldiers, and even gods.

That’s a lot of masks!

SMARTY PANTS
S

GIVE NAMES TO MASKS.
GIVE MASKS T0 NAMES.
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DUMB DUMB
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THEY LOVED EATING

FANCY.

They read books about feasts made up of hundreds
of diverse and delicate dishes. It was more than even
the Emperor could stomach! “No feasts are as fancy

as feasts of fancy,” thought the Japanese.




MAKE UP MADE-UP FOOD.




THEY LIKED
T0 GET SPOOKED

BY TALES.

The Japanese believed in ghosts, sprites,
wraiths, demons, ogres, magic foxes,
and skeletons. Do you believe

in skeletons? There’s one inside

you right now!!!!
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DRAW LOTS
0F GHOSTS.

DKAW SOME THAT AKE SCAKY
AND SOME THAT ARE NOT.
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THEY LIKED
THE ELDERLY.

THEY THOUGHT YOU LEARNED
FROM EXPERIENCE.

The great Japanese artist
Hokusai once said: “Until I
was 70, nothing I drew was any
good. I started depicting life
around the age of 75! By the
time I am one hundred, I hope
to be a great artist.” But when
Hokusai turned 90, life caught
up with him and he died.
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THIS IS ME WHEN T'M OLD.

DRAW YOURSELF OLD.
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THEY LIKED MUSIC.

SO DID THEIR GODS.
Japanese people had a kind of music they played

for their gods. When they played it really loud,

the gods would come down and dance.

11



WHAT KIND OF MUSIC DO ALIENS LISTEN T07?
DRAW SOME EXTRATEKRRESTRIAL MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS!
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THEY LIKED CITIES,

ESPECIALLY THE PARTY DISTRICTS.

The parts of cities for having parties were lined with trees, theaters,
restaurants, temples, houses, and bookstores, where merchants sold
prints of party districts lined with trees, theaters, restaurants,

temples, houses, and bookstores.
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DKAW & MAP OF A DISTRICT FOR HAVING FUN.

THIS IS A MAP OF A DISTRICT THAT IS A MAZE.
[TS CITIZENS LIKE TO PLAY HIDE-AND-SEEK.
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THEY LIKED ORDER

MUCH TOO MUCH.
“Born a fisherman, die a fisherman.

Born a samurai, die a samurai,” thought

the Japanese. “Dont confuse people.”
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PLACE THESE PERSONS
IN THEIK OKDER OF IMPORTANCE.
THIS WILL BE NUMBER 1

WHAT, FOR YOU, MAKES ONE PERSON MORE TMPOKTANT THAN ANOTHEK?
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THEY LIKED BOARD GAMES

AND WOULD NOT PASS GO.
The Japanese had a game called “Go.” They would spend
hours and hours setting little white or black stones

on a board. Sometimes they would cheat.

[ PREFER PILLOW BATTLES...
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DRAW YOURSELF PLAYING A BOARD GAME
WITH A FRIEND WHO IS CHEATING
BUT LOSING ANYWAY.
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THEY LIKED HOLIDAYS

ABOUT TIME.
Their favorite holiday was the cherry blossom
festival. They celebrated it by looking at cherries

in blossom. It lasted a few days. Then the blossoms

would fall to the ground.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY INVOLVES A DIFFEKENT TKEE.
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DRAW YOUK FAVORITE THING ABOUT YOUK FAVORITE HOLIDAY.
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THEY LIKED
FOREIGNERS

TO BE FAR AWAY.,

“How can we understand theres strangers?
They are so strange, they might even be
dangerous! It would be better if we did

not let them enter our country,” thought

the Japanese.
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THE TAPANESE TMAGINED FOREIGNEKRS
WITH LONG SNAKE-LIKE NECKS.
DKAW WHAT ALIENS LOOK LIKE TO YOU.
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THEY LIKED TEA.

THEY TOOK IT CEREMONIOUSLY.

The tea ceremony was not about tea. It was about
ceremony. By brewing and serving the tea, the
host showed respect for the guest. By accepting
and drinking the tea, the guest showed respect
for the host. Teatime could last up to four hours!

That s a lot of respect.
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